The purpose of this study is to reveal the relationship among vocational school students' learning attitudes and their socio-demographic features and academic success. Quantitative approach in Relational survey model was used in the study. The sample of the study consists of 82 students who were studying at the Ordu University, during 2015-2016 fall term. The data were collected with learning approach scale. Obtained data indicated that the students mostly prefer deep and strategic learning approaches to surface learning approaches. It was seen that the cumulative grade point average of the participants whose ages older than 20 was higher. There was a significant relationship between the cumulative grade average and deep motivation of the students. Based on the data, it was suggested that awareness of the teachers should be focused on the students' learning approaches.
Introduction
Since the understanding that learners are not passive listeners who learn what is told, but those who interpret the knowledge within the active learning process, the question "How do individuals learn?" has become the focus point as well as "How are they taught?". The question of how students learn has also revealed the concept of learning approach together. Learning approach concept was first identified by Marton et al. [1] . Learning approach is described as the way of learning that students prefer according to their perception of what is intended to be taught [2] . in literature, students' learning approaches are categorized as deep, surface and strategic. Briefly a deep approach can be described as a way of searching for meaning by converting, surface approach as a way of copying, and strategic approach as a way of organizing. Deep approach to learning is associated with students' intentions to understand and to engage appropriately in meaningful learning, focusing on the main themes and principles and using strategies that are appropriate for creating such meaning [3] . One student may have different approaches in different situations and the way the student perceives the learning environment is influential on his/her learning approach. If the student perceives the learning environment positively, it is indicated that it is a deep approach and if the student perceives it negatively, a superficial approach may be developed. If the student perceives learning environment positively, s/he develops deep approach; if he/she perceives it negatively, surface approach is developed [4] .
Today's higher education faces the challenge of not only having to teach students a bulk of domain-specific frameworks and disciplinary insights but also having to foster skills that will enable them to become versatile experts in their own fields and lifelong learners. According to the results of a review study examining how learning approaches change in higher education; do not provide clear empirical evidence for assumption that students develop towards more deep approaches during the higher education [3] . However, changes in approaches to learning over time were related to their self-efficacy beliefs, where students with low levels of self-efficacy decreased in their deep approach and increased their surface approach across time. Students with high levels of self-efficacy demonstrated no such change in approaches to learning [5] in another study, university students from different groups (Low-Middle-High); a small increase in surface approaches was present for the Low group, while the Mid and High groups both presented small increases in deep approaches during the university years. The amount of deep strategies students have when they arrive at a university has long standing implications for the quality of Universal Journal of Educational Research 6(1): 184-189, 2018 185 their learning across this crucial transition to a university [6] .
Knowing learning approaches is regarded as important in terms of students' discovering their ways of receiving information and teachers' identifying and considering students' different approaches in transferring knowledge. So that, it is thought that knowing students' learning approaches is important in terms of the organization of the learning environment and the meaningful learning of the subject [2] . In the studies, it has been determined that the deep learning approach makes a positive contribution to the academic achievement [7] [8] [9] . Longitudinal studies are recommended in the literature to examine the relationship between the learning approaches and the success [8] .
Exploring the learning approaches of assistant teachers who will take part in the education sector as intermediate staff, is crucial in terms of facilitating both for teachers and the students what they will address in the future. In this direction, the research that will be carried out on learning approaches of university students will enable us both to evaluate the teaching process in the university environment and to deduce about these students' own future teaching environment.
The purpose of this study is to examine the relationship of the vocational high school students' deep and surface learning strategies with socio-demographical features and their academic achievement.
The questions to be answered in this study are as follows: is there a significant relationship between the students' learning approaches; deep approach, surface approach, deep strategy, surface strategy, deep motivation, surface motivation (DA, SA, DS, SS, DM, SM) and their final cumulative grade average (CGPA)? is there a significant relationship between the students' learning strategies (DA, SA, DS, SS, DM, SM) and their socio-demographical situation (age, how many sisters or brothers the student have, parents' educational background, parents' occupations, socio-economic background of the family, situation of the house, what kind of high school they graduate, and the ranking of this choice)?
Materials and Methods

Study Design
Relational survey method which is one of the quantitative research methods was used in the study. Using this method provided to determine the students' learning approaches and some variables effective on them or not [10] .
Sample
The study was carried out with 82 students who were studying at the Department of Child Development, in Fatsa Vocational High School, Ordu University in 2015-2016 fall term. 
Data Collection Tool
Personal information Form which was developed by the researches in order to determine the socio-demographical features of the participants was used in the study. Students' learning approaches were determined using with Learning Approaches Scale which was developed by Bigs [11] . Bati et al. [12] Students' end-of-term grades were obtained via using the university grading system with approval from the students.
Data Analysis
The data were analyzed with SPSS 23 and it was studied with 95% reliability level. Spearman Correlation, Mann Whitney, Kruskal Wallis which are among the non-parametric test techniques and t tests which are parametric test techniques were used in the study. Spearman Correlation test was used to determine the direction and strength of the linear relationship between the points obtained from the scale. Mann Whitney was to compare two independent groups in terms of a quantitative variable, and Kruskal Wallis was also used to compare independent k group (k>2) in terms of a quantitative variable.
The The findings of correlation analysis, there is a positive but weak relationship between the Grade Point Average and Deep Motivation points (r=.23; p<0.05). There is a negative but weak relationship between Deep Approach points and Surface Approach, Surface Motivation and Surface strategy points (r=-.32; r=-.29; r=-.26; p<0.05). But there is a positive and strong relationship with the points of Deep Motivation and Deep Strategy (r=.89; r=.90; p<0.05).
As it seen in the table there is a negative and weak relationship between the points of Surface Approach and the points of Deep Motivation and Deep Strategy (r=-.30; r=-.29; p<0.05); but it has a positive and strong relationship with the Surface Motivation and Surface Strategy points (r=.78; r=.77; p<0.05). Table 4 shows that there is a positive and moderate relationship between Deep Motivation and Deep Strategy points (r=.64; p<0.05); but negative and weak relationship with Surface Strategy points (r=-.25; p<0.05). There is a negative and weak relationship between the points of Deep Strategy and the points of Surface Motivation and Surface Strategy (r=-.30; r=-.24; p<0.05). At Last there is a positive and weak relationship between Surface Motivation and Surface Strategy (r=.31; p<0.05). 
Conclusions and Discussion
As a result of the analyses, it was determined that the students mostly preferred deep and strategic learning approaches at a more significant level to surface approach. There are similar results in studies conducted with teacher candidates in the literature [13, 14] .
Based on the findings it was concluded that there is a significant relation between the Cumulative Grade Point Average and Deep Motivation points of the students. More over the cumulative grade point average of the participants who are older than 20 years is higher. Some of the studies in literature also revealed that there is a significant relationship between the students' academic success and their deep and strategic learning [7, 9, 15] . According to Selcuk et al. [14] working with teacher candidates; as the class level gets higher, students' approaches to deep learning are increasing. in this study, as the age of the students increases, the academic achievement increases and as the academic achievement increases, deep learning approaches increase. This may be due to an increase in the depth of learning with age.
There is statistically significant difference between the situation of house groups with regard to the scores of Surface Approach and Surface Motivation. According to this finding, it was concluded that those who own their houses have higher scores of Surface Approach and Surface Motivation. From this aspect, the findings of this study are consistent with literature. In the literature some of the researches point out a significant relationship between the deep learning approach and gender in favour of females and a significant relationship between the surface learning and gender in favour of males [13, 16] . However, there is also finding shows no significant relationship between the gender and learning approaches [17] . Because of the department all participants of this study were female and according to the findings of the study most of them preferred deep learning approach as it noted in the literature. Other result of the study is absence of relationship between the learning approaches and demographical features Besoluk et al. [13] also stated same result.
Lastly, it was found that there isn't a significant relationship between the students' learning strategies (DA, SA, DS, SS, DM, SM) and their socio-demographical features (age, the number of the sisters and brothers, their birth order in the family, educational background of the parents, parents' occupations, socio-economic background of the family, the type of the high school they graduate, and the ranking of this choice).
Suggestions
This study was carried out with female students of a vocational higher school in Turkey. For the future studies it is suggested to be carried out same researches with different age and gender groups. As a follow up study, qualitative studies can be carried out in order to determine the factors that affect the learning approaches of the students who have over achievement.
Longitudinal studies can be conducted with the students in order to examine the role of learning approaches on the academic success and students' development and preferences may be followed in this process. Lecturers to present information to vocational high school students in more practical ways can have a positive effect on the learning of students with a deep learning approach. For students with a strategic learning approach, a non-graded approach to education may enhance the in-depth learning of these students. The inclusion of students in meaningful and critical learning activities in higher education and the enhancement of these activities are necessary.
